
EOC NEWSLETTER Issue 1  
 

 

 

 

EOC 
Newsletter 

January 
2015 

 

   

TIME TO FILE/RENEW FAFSA 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 

The 2015-2016 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is available 
beginning January 1, 2015. As soon as 
2014 taxes are filed, applicants need to 
come by the EOC offices to file or renew. 
All married independent students will need 
a copy  of  their  federal  tax form and all 
W-2s for student and spouse. If the couple 
filed separately, copies of both federal 
forms will be needed along with all W-2s.  
Dependent students will need a copy of 
their federal tax form and W-2s along with 
their parents’ federal form and W-2s.  
Please remember that it can take up to a 
minimum of two weeks before the e-filed 
federal form can be linked to the IRS 
retrieval tool in the FAFSA.  However, that 
can be accomplished after the initial 
completion of the FAFSA to ensure that 
Oklahoma students file before the 
Oklahoma OTAG deadline of March 1, 
2015.   Those who do not file taxes can 
apply beginning January 1st. Contact an 
EOC Academic Advisor today to 
receive a checklist of items needed 
aside from federal tax information and 
to setup an appointment for FAFSA 
assistance.  

 

What is OTAG? 

OTAG is the Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant 
Program, which is a need-based grant 
program established for Oklahoma 
residents who attend eligible colleges, 
universities, and career technology 
centers in Oklahoma. Application is made 
through the FAFSA, and awards are 
approved for full-time or part-time 
undergraduates. The deadline is March 1, 
2015. 

2015 High School 
Seniors 

High school seniors who are planning to 
attend summer class should file the 2014-
2015 FAFSA along with the new FAFSA.  
For those who qualify, Pell money from this 
FAFSA could be applied to the summer 
semester.  

 

 

 

1st Annual Pancake Breakfast 
EOC Academic advisor Marty Wilson assisted with 
the first annual pancake breakfast at the Crawford 
County Adult Education Center. Page 2 

2015-2016 FAFSA Opens 
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Marty is the EOC Military Specialist and 
Academic Advisor for EOC, and he is 
located at the Crawford County Adult 
Education Center. Along with his regular 
EOC duties of assisting adults with filing 
FAFSA and with entering postsecondary 
programs, Marty provides veterans with 
assistance in understanding and utilizing 
all their VA educational benefits. He also 
assists spouses and dependents of 
veterans with available educational 
resources. Basically, he is the expert at 
assisting the military connected individuals 
in entering schools and navigating their 
way through all the red tape. With all 
students, Marty excels at helping students 
file for FAFSA and find their educational fit. 
A few of his agencies include PRN Medical 
Services, Arkansas Tech University, 
Crawford County Adult Education Center, 
and Vincennes University.  

On a personal note, Marty is a retired first 
sergeant who served twenty-five years 
with the United States Air Force. He is 
married with three children and four 
grandchildren. After completing his post 
graduation work with a MBA and MS in 
Human Resource Management, he 
teaches college courses in the evening. An 
interesting tidbit is that Marty is a collector 
of classic muscle cars, and he loves 
attending car shows during the summer.  

 
 
 
 
 

Marty’s Highlight 
Agency 
By Marty Wilson 
 

I would like to highlight the Crawford 
County Adult education Center in Van 
Buren, Arkansas, as one of my most 
important agencies. They offer GED 
classes, college courses through 
Vincennes University and Arkansas Tech 
University, certification in Microsoft Office, 
WAGE, and CRC certificates, and much 
more. 

Their continuing support has allowed the 
EOC program to thrive in Van Buren. EOC 
has helped over 120 students complete 
their FAFSA and continue on to college 
courses at the Adult Education Center.  
Over 50 students have earned WAGE and 
CRC certificates after receiving EOC 
services.   

We have six students who came to the 
center unable to speak English, and with 
collaborative efforts of the Adult Education 
Center and EOC, they are now only a few 
credits away from graduating with an 
associate’s degree. 

The Adult Education Center allows the 
EOC program in Van Buren to be a part of 
their organization and in doing so makes 
the EOC a part of the Van Buren 
community. On Thursday, November 20, 
2014, we were able to show our support for 
the community by contributing to the Adult 
Education Center 1st annual pancake 
breakfast. 

 

Meet Marty!  
EOC Academic Advisor 

MARTY ASSISTED OVER 600 

STUDENTS THIS PAST PROGRAM 

YEAR! 

GOOD JOB!!!! 
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At the Kiamichi Technology Center in 
Poteau, Tammy Donathan has helped 
thousands of students achieve their career 
goals with her years of dedication in the 
field of financial aid.  The funding that she 
has assisted these students to acquire has 
given them the ability to attend KTC and to 
learn the new skill or trade that they have 
sought in order to have a better career. 

As the lead person in financial aid at KTC, 
Tammy enjoys the partnership with EOC 
because of the positive impact it has on the 
financial aid process that can seem 
daunting to any non-experienced person 
who attempts to file on his or her own.  She 
knows we provide the same type of 
guidance that she wants every student to 
have when making decisions about what 
career/major to explore. 

Tammy is a proud part of our EOC 
program as our KTC contact.  She is 
constantly referring prospective students 
to our resources, and we are able to file the 
initial paperwork needed for them to attend 
the KTC Campus in Poteau.   

 

A little about KTC: 

Helping you to break through to your 
potential is a top priority at KTC – Poteau 
Campus.  We offer a variety of short-term, 
long-term, & online classes that can meet 
your educational needs.  Whether you are 
a high school or adult student KTC, Poteau 
Campus has something for you.   

See more at: 
http://www.ktc.edu/locations/poteau.aspx 

 

  

Working with Tammy Donathan 
By Thomas Westfall 

 

       TAMMY HAS PARTNERED 

WITH EOC FOR OVER FIVE 

YEARS 

THANKS! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ktc.edu/locations/poteau.aspx
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

 

CASS Job Corps 

 
 

 

 

Win Prizes! 
 

 

Be the first five EOC students/participants to 
respond to this newsletter and win prizes! 
Just call 918-647-1396 and state, “I just read 
the January 2015 EOC newsletter.” 

 

 

 
 

Interested in taking practice tests, such as 
ACT, GED, and CLEP? Ask an EOC 
Academic Advisor about OKCIS! 

 

George Curry has been with CASS Job 
Corps for thirty-three years aiding and 
assisting young adults in completing a 
trade certificate for employment in the 
workforce. He has held six different 
position in this tenure. His favorite was that 
of Recreation Director. He enjoyed 
working with the students in teaching 
productive ways to relax and enjoy life. He 
currently holds the position of Vocational 
Development Specialist. In this position he 
assists students at the end of their 
educational program, guides them through 
graduation, and assists them in obtaining 
productive employment after their trade 
certificate is earned. As a young man, he 
had no idea he would be at Job Corps and 
still loving his job. The best part of his job 
is watching students mature and grow into 
responsible young adults. He has been 
eligible for retirement for the last two years 
but thinks he’ll pass on that so he can keep 
working toward a better society through 
the students. He has been coordinating the 
success of students with EOC for the past 
nineteen years.   

  

 

 

 

In the Mode 
By Laura Smith 

Jim Hamilton Skills Center is housed at Jim 
Hamilton Correctional Center and is a 
partner agency with EOC.  Paul Mode has 
been employed with JHSC for eighteen 
years. During his first nine years, he taught 
Construction Tech.  He currently is the 
student coordinator. Paul meets with the 
new arrivals to the facility in the orientation 
process. This is also the time where EOC is 
invited in to present workshops over FAFSA, 

student loans, and career interests and 
values. EOC may assist any current student 
who is close to release and wants to 
continue his education by helping file 
FAFSA. Paul interviews and helps the 
qualifying inmates enroll in classes. He also 
provides life skill training while they are 
enrolled.   

It is Paul’s goal that the 100+  students who 
are enrolled in one of the eight programs 
offered will leave the facility with the 
technical skills needed to be able to re-enter 
the workforce. Paul is always pleasant to 
work with and willing to help any way he can. 

George Curry 
By Dr. Dee Blair 

 

Maria Bethany is probably the first face 
you will see when visiting Carl Albert 
State College in Sallisaw. Maria has 
been employed at CASC for nineteen 
years and for the last several years, 
she has been employed as the office 
manager. During that time she has 
been a valuable asset to EOC.  Maria 
provides referrals to the EOC office for 
all new and returning students for 
assistance with admissions, financial 
aid, and other services. 

 

 

MARIA BETHANY  

By Tajuania Miller 
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